
www.okallianceonaging.org | Marietta.OAOA@gmail.com | (405) 943-1895       1 

 
 
 
 
 

 

President’s Message 
The novel coronavirus of 2019 has had a permanent impact on 

the American lexicon.  New words and phrases have become common 
knowledge, phrases like “personal protective equipment (PPE)”, “with 
an abundance of caution”, and “social distancing”.  But one phrase has 
crept back into the conversations of leaders that should have never 
been spoken.  That phrase is, “an acceptable loss”.  

  
Ours is a throwaway society.  We tend to use things up and 

discard them.  Instead of repairing things, we just buy replacements, 
the latest clothes, the latest technology, the latest car model. But our 
loved ones in long-term care facilities cannot be replaced.  They are not people to be discarded.  And 
losing them unnecessarily to COVID-19 is never an acceptable loss. 

  
My grandmother told me an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.  Yet our long-term care 

facilities had to fight over personal protective equipment with hospitals, hospice agencies, first responders 
and other states in order to provide the protection they should always have at the ready. 

  
We have been calling on nursing homes to be prepared with back-up generators, medication and 

proper training to deal with dementia.  We have fought hard for residents’ rights including the right to 
have a video camera in their room.  Now, it is time to look again at how long-term care facilities are 
required to prepare for pandemics.  

  
I suppose it is ironic that most PPE is “disposable”. But our seniors are 

not.  Because of our lack of preparation, they are living isolated away from friends 
and loved ones.  They are living in fear.  They are dying unnecessarily.  

  
It is not acceptable to lose contact with loved ones. It is not acceptable to lose 

safety.  And it is not acceptable to lose one’s life because we were ill-prepared. 
  
Let’s move forward with careful attention to the impact our actions have on 

our loved ones in long-term care.  And let’s count the cost. 
   

At the Office by Marietta Real  
The Board of Directors approved the 2020-2022 Officers at the June meeting; refer to page 6. We 

extend our deepest appreciation to each of them for volunteering their time and talents to the Alliance and 
aging network. Volunteers are the lifeblood of the agency. Learn how to volunteer with us today! Find out 
all the ways that you can volunteer to support our work.  
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Final 2020 Oklahoma Aging Partnership Legislative Tracking Report by Esther Houser 
Since we have just wrapped up the 2020 Oklahoma Legislature's "real" Session, let's take a look 

at what's left of our Legislative priorities and what got accomplished.     

First, some good news:   The Session is OVER!!  YEA!!  And a bill was passed to assure the right 
of residents in Assisted Living Facilities to have video cameras in their rooms. This bill extends the power 
of Nursing Home residents, which the Silver-Haired Legislature previously secured a few years ago. Plus, 
we made progress on several priority areas while the Legislators were still at the Capitol. A bill to 
eliminate sales tax on Hearing Aids (HB 3462 by Rep. Todd Russ) and one to restrict the use of anti-
psychotic drugs in Assisted Living Facilities (HB 3463 by Rep. Tammy West) passed with strong support 
in the House of Representatives, they never got heard in the Senate.   

We did manage to see some acknowledgment of Senior issues in the DHS spending limits bill - it 
expressed the legislature's intent that the number of funded Senior Nutrition sites not fall below current 
levels.  We did not, however, succeed in securing restoration of funding to the Older Americans Network 
due to the negative budget impacts of the pandemic.  
  

A vital bill (HB3757) by Rep. Nicole Miller, that failed to be heard by the author in the Senate 
(Sen. Frank Simpson), would have made the Alzheimer's  Specialized Care Disclosure Form (required by 
the State Health Dept. in LTC settings that claim to provide such care, including those facilities that 
advertise themselves as "memory care") part of the contract between the provider and the consumer. 
Representative Nicole Miller, the principal author in the House, will continue to pursue this critical 
legislation in the future, we believe.    
 

One last thing: Rep. Lewis Moore sneaked a bill past us to amend the law passed by the Silver-
Haired Legislature just last year. The SHL bill by Haljean Gillispie includes a prohibition against Medicare 
Supplement Policies having Premiums raised more than once per year. State Insurance Dept. got in touch 
with me at the end of this Legislative Session to ask if the SHL had endorsed an exception to our law to 
allow Insurance companies that sold fewer than 5,000 policies to raise their premiums more than once per 
year! I told them NO; we didn't endorse any bill to do that, nor were we consulted on it! One Okla. The 
city-based insurance company wanted such an exception, but there may be other companies, so BEWARE. 
The new bill doesn't go into effect until November, so the Deputy Insurance Commissioner has told me 
that no policies sold for 2021 will be affected. That should give us time to amend the new law or repeal it 
during the 2021 Legislative Session. Stay tuned.  
 

And, of course, STAY SAFE! Please wear a mask when you're out in public, avoid crowds, keep 
"social distancing," and try out Zoom and other technological advances to keep yourself engaged in the 
world while you're safe at home. Be well!   
 

Know that your Aging Partnership and the Strategy Team are continuing to work via Conference 
Calls to have input into a nursing home and Medicaid issues, especially. Remember that you can look at 
the text of legislation at www.oklegislature.gov and also stay up to date on Interim Studies through that 
website.  
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Legislative Report by James Crowder 
• Initial jobless claims in the state of Oklahoma, which were filed related to the coronavirus 

pandemic, have gradually declined, according to the Oklahoma State Employment Security 
Commission, and is showing a week-over-week improvement.  In Oklahoma, 150,084 residents 
were receiving continued unemployment insurance the week ending May 30.  The previous week, 
172,309 were being carried by the program.  Yes, there may be “light at the end of the tunnel”. 

 
• The City of Tulsa is asking Gov. Stitt for a moratorium on evictions through July 25.  The request 

is being made through a joint resolution with Oklahoma City and Norman, and it also asks for a 
ban on penalties and fees for people who can’t pay rent. 
 

• The 3rd largest school system in Oklahoma, Epic Charter Schools, has enrolled 32,202 students 
for the coming school year.  According to a co-founder of Epic, it could add to its massive growth 
next year as well. 

 
• The Oklahoma Oral Health Coalition reports that, when compared to the nation’s performance on 

13 key oral health indicators, Oklahoma scores a “D” on its oral health report card.  The report; 
card provides a framework for discussion on the challenges various Oklahoma populations face in 
accessing dental care.   

 
65+ Population Growing 

The U.S. Census Bureau released 
estimates showing the nation’s 65-and-
older population has grown rapidly since 
2010, driven by the aging of Baby 
Boomers born between 1946 and 1964. 
The 65-and-older population grew by over 
a third (34.2% or 13,787,044) during the 
past decade, and by 3.2% (1,688,924) from 
2018 to 2019. The growth of this 
population contributed to an increase in 
the national median age from 37.2 years in 
2010 to 38.4 in 2019, according to the 
Census Bureau’s 2019 Population 
Estimates. 

Persons 65 years and over are 
approximately 16.1%  of the Oklahoma  
population.  

 
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-
releases/2020/65-older-population-
grows.html 

 
 
 



www.okallianceonaging.org | Marietta.OAOA@gmail.com | (405) 943-1895       4 

 
 



www.okallianceonaging.org | Marietta.OAOA@gmail.com | (405) 943-1895       5 

Join the Alliance… 

Together we make a difference! The Oklahoma Alliance on Aging, a 501(c) (3), is a 
statewide non-partisan coalition. The Mission of the Alliance is to identify needs of aging Oklahomans, 
to educate on issues, and to advocate for solutions.   
 
As a member, YOU stay informed on issues pertaining to aging Oklahomans. YOU receive a quarterly 
newsletter, participate in an annual survey on issues, and have an opportunity to attend Education and 
Strategy committee meetings. The Alliance gives YOU a voice in identifying and prioritizing concerns 
and issues while following legislation.  

Membership Application: (check one or more) 
 (Contributions above basic dues are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.) 

    q New  q Renewal 

Individual    q Regular ($25) q Contributing (Over $25) 

Organizational  q Regular ($100) q Contributing (Over $100) 

Sponsors   q $200 or more 

Donation   q $__________(any amount is appreciated!) 

Endowment Fund  q $__________(any amount is appreciated!)  
 
Please designate representative to attend meetings and receive 
mailings. 
 
Names: _____________________________________ 

Mailing Address:________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip: _________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________ 

Sponsorship Application: (check one)  
 q$200 Newsletter q $50 full-page  q$30 half page    

Help the Alliance by sponsoring the newsletter yourself or finding someone, an organization or 
business, to be a sponsor.  By becoming a sponsor, you: 

• Ensure copies of the newsletter are distributed across the state 
• Are recognized in the newsletter edition you sponsor (your name or your 

organization’s name, whichever you prefer) 
 Contact the Alliance office for details! Call 405-943-1895. 
MAIL TO:  P.O. Box 12008, OKC, OK 73157  

Please let us know if 
you would like to: 
q Volunteer  
(Area of interest) _______ 
q Work on a 
committee  
(Area of interest) 
__________________ 
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Oklahoma Alliance on Aging 
PO Box 12008 
Oklahoma City, OK  73157 
www.okallianceonaging.org 
 

 Email: Marietta.OAOA@gmail.com 
 Call: (405) 943-1895 
 Hours: M, W, and F from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 

    
 
 

If you are not a member, we hope you join.  
 

    

Special THANKS to all our Volunteers and Supporters! 
 

 
 

Officers: 
Ken Jones, President (2020-2022)   
Esther Houser, 1st Vice President (2020-2022) 
Janet Moore, 2nd Vice President (2020-2022) 
Annette Mays, Secretary/Treasurer (2020-2022) 
Bill Whited, Past President 
 
Staff: Marietta Real, Executive Director (PT)  
Volunteer: Wanda DeBruler, Newsletter 

2020 CALENDAR  
Mark the Dates 

 
Location: The Daily Living Center, Board Room 

3000 N. Rockwell, Bethany, OK 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

If a speaker is scheduled the program time is 
 1:00-1:30 p.m. 

 
Quarterly Meetings:  
September 22, 2020 
December 15, 2020 

  
September 15-16, 2020 OSHLAA Meetings 

 
 

 


