NEWSLETTER OF THE

OKLAHOMA ALLIANCE ON AGING
Published to Provide Information on Issues Affecting Older Oklahomans
Ken Jones, President

October-December 2020

Volume 32, No. 4

President’s Message
Oklahoma voters decided to make it a constitutional requirement for
our state to provide expanded Medicaid services to those aged 18-64
who are not otherwise eligible for SoonerCare. Instead of providing
the same care to this expanded Medicaid population, Oklahoma is now
in the process of contracting with private, managed care organizations.
Moving to managed care for this new population is just the first step.
In the future, the next step will be to move existing Medicaid
populations to the private, managed care model.
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Here are just a few of the many reasons why this concerns us.
• First, Oklahoma’s SoonerCare is a proven model of service for its members while private,
managed care companies have a track record of failure in access and quality, requiring additional,
costly oversight.
See the Government Accountability Office report here https://www.gao.gov/assets/720/710680.pdf.
• Second, Oklahoma seniors and adults with disabilities, who are currently receiving Medicaid
Waiver services will be moved from the highly effective ADvantage Waiver program and moved
to the private, managed care model. Why are we fixing what is not broken?
• Third, the ADvantage Waiver program served 2,891,774 home delivered meals in State Fiscal year
2020. That is more than the 2,446,391 congregate and home delivered meals served at Title III
nutrition sites to seniors. This will double demand on the cash-strapped, Title III meal service. By
eliminating the ADvantage program, Oklahoma seniors will go hungry, be at higher risk of falls,
and will have a higher frequency of emergency room visits.
• Fourth, Oklahoma dollars will move out of state. By contracting with the lowest-bidding, private,
managed care companies, Oklahoma dollars previously invested in serving Oklahomans will be
moved out of state to improve the profits of outside organizations.
• Fifth, private Medicaid managed care has always failed in rural Oklahoma. Rural Oklahomans
will be the biggest losers. They will have to travel farther to receive care. Fewer services will be
available to them.
These are just a few of our concerns. Let’s do what’s right by taking care of Oklahomans using what we
know will work for Oklahoma.
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A Good Neighbor

Ken Jones, Executive Director, Association of South Central Oklahoma Governments

I moved into a new house. A lady from down the street dropped by with a plate of cookies. I asked, "Why
did you bring me these cookies?" She replied, "I'm just being a good neighbor." A few months later, I
went for a walk. I saw a man mowing two yards. I stopped and asked him if he owned both houses. He
said, "No." "Then", I asked, "why do you mow two yards?" He replied, "I'm just being a good neighbor."
A few weeks ago, I saw a client of mine, a poor man bringing canned goods to the local shelter. I asked
him, "Why do you give when you have so little?" He replied, "I'm just being a good neighbor." Today I
saw a man wearing a cotton mask over his face while walking by. I asked him, "Why do you wear a mask,
we don't have a mask mandate here." He replied, "I'm just being a good neighbor."
In Oklahoma, more than 85% of the COVID19 positive cases are
people under the age of 65. But more than 80% of those dying due to
COVID19 are seniors, 65 and older. Those of us under the age of 65
are passing COVID along to our elders and we are literally killing
them.
Based on Healthdata.org, Oklahoma is projected to have 4,245 deaths
directly related to COVID19. But we could save over 1,000 lives by
April 1 if everyone just wore a mask.
We all want to get back to normal. The fastest way to do that is if we
all commit to a New Year’s resolution to do the following for six
months: Wear a mask whenever we leave our homes, get vaccinated
as soon as possible, and socially distance. Without these things, we
are looking at another two years of pandemic life, another two years
of seniors paying the ultimate price.

EMBARK Mobility Management Services
Marilyn J. Dillon, Ph.D., Mobility Management Administrator/ADA Coordinator
Using a combination of local funding, funding through the CARES Act, and an Older American’s Act
grant provided through the Areawide Aging Agency, EMBARK Mobility Management Services provides
multiple services for seniors and individuals with disabilities. Call EMBARK at 405-297-2583 to
complete a short phone intake interview and begin using the services below:
Services available in Canadian County – provided at no cost to the customer
1. Non-emergency medical transportation – for local primary care appointments as well as
transportation to Oklahoma City for treatment
2. Urgent need interim transportation – transportation for urgent needs not covered by other services
Services available in Oklahoma and Northern Cleveland County (Moore Only) – provided at no cost to
the customer
1. Non-emergency medical transportation – dental, vision, and medical treatment transportation
2. Urgent need interim transportation – transportation for urgent needs not covered by other services
3. Weekly grocery shopping transportation
4. Monthly food box deliveries coordinated through the Regional Food Bank
5. Courier Delivery Services – offers pick-up and delivery to residence of pre-paid items such as
groceries or prescriptions within ten miles of the residence
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6. EMBARK Well Transportation – offers round trip transportation to six area exercise and wellness
facilities across the City, some distance restrictions apply
The following services are also offered by EMBARK for a nominal trip charge.
•

EMBARK offers reduced, half-fare on fixed route bus system for veterans, individuals with
disabilities, and those 65 or older, or on Medicare. An application for reduced fare is required and
can be found on our website at https://embarkok.com/learn/fares/.

•

EMBARK Plus paratransit offers reservation-based transportation services for individuals with
disabilities that limits their functional ability to use standard fixed route bus system. EMBARK
Plus fares are based on the Zone of the trip. An application and Zone map can be found at:
https://embarkok.com/special-services.

•

The Share-A-Fare program offers qualified individuals a $4 trip subsidy for up to 52 trips per
year. The customer is responsible for the balance of the trip charge. Share-A-Fare trips are
provided through our partner, SendaRide. An application and additional information can be found
at: https://embarkok.com/special-services.
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OKLAHOMA SILVER HAIRED LEGISLATURE 2021-2022 BILLS
Trish Emig
The Oklahoma Silver Haired Legislature (OSHL) selected their bills for the 2021 and 2022 State
Legislative Sessions. Since the OSHL meets and selects bills on a biennial basis, the OSHL will continue
to carry the bills that do not pass in the 2021 Legislative Session, into the 2022 Legislative Session. The
bills chosen include:
•

Require back-up generation for long-term care facilities ~ The November ice storm reminded us,
once again, of the criticality of facilities providing for backup power. The bill would require backup generation for at least one, central room where more critical Residents could be taken during a
power outage. The generation could be through a contract with a company that provides for
generators whenever needed.

•

Offer a $2,500 State Income Tax Credit for Qualifying Persons who provide fifty percent or more
of the care for Older Oklahomans, 62 years and older ~ The burden/cost of providing care for
Older Oklahomans is causing a greater hardship for those wishing to keep their loved ones in a
home environment. This option has increasing importance since the outset of COVID-19 because
remaining in one’s home is a much safer option. According to AARP, there are 48 million
caregivers in the United States “stepping up in new and different ways to take care of loved ones
during the pandemic.” These caregivers need support.

•

Provide a State Sales Tax Exemption on groceries for Older Oklahomans 60 years and older. There
are many Older Oklahomans who live in “rural food deserts” due to the lack of local grocery stores.
The cost of transportation to access food markets in many parts of Oklahoma is an issue. Easing
the States Sales Tax on groceries for Older Oklahomans would help offset the transportation costs
so that access to groceries becomes less of a financial burden.

•

Provide for a State Sales Tax exemption on Hearing Aids for Older Oklahomans 60 years and
older. The average cost for hearing aids is between $2,000 and $4,000. The current State Sales
Tax tacked onto the price is substantial. Many Older Oklahomans live in isolation because they
are unable to pay the total cost of hearing aids. Providing sales tax relief, would provide these
citizens an increased ability to obtain hearing aids so that their quality of lives is improved. With
hearing aids, Older Oklahomans could once again communicate with friends and family using a
telephone.

Additionally, the OSHL is seeking amendments to two previously passed OSHL bills:
• House Bill 3242 passed in 2020, and amended a previous bill, OSHL Senate Bill 990 passed in
2019 ~ SB 990 allowed for only one (1) premium increase, during open enrollment, of all Medicare
Supplemental Insurance Plans in Oklahoma. HB 3242 amended the language that allows for more
than one (1) premium increase in a calendar year for Medicare Supplemental Insurance Plans that
have enrollees of 5,000 or fewer. The OSHL wants HB 3242 amended to the former SB 990
language that only allows for one (1) premium increase per calendar year regardless of the number
of persons enrolled in the Medicare Supplemental Insurance Plan.
•

Houser Bill 3064 passed in 2018 and directed the State Attorney General’s Office to provide a
report of all neglect, abuse, or exploitation convictions that occurred on Older Oklahomans ~ The
report was to be provided on the State Attorney General’s Website by January 1, 2019. Although,
the report is provided, the results are inadequate. The report is provided at the end of each calendar
year and only contains those offences convicted by the Attorney General’s Office. The OSHL
wants the report to also include convicted offences by County District of Attorney Offices.
Additionally, the report needs to be updated on a quarterly basis and access to the report needs to
be more apparent with a direct connection.
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Join the Alliance…

Together we make a difference!

The Oklahoma Alliance on Aging, a 501(c) (3), is a
statewide non-partisan coalition. The Mission of the Alliance is to identify the needs of aging Oklahomans,
to educate on issues, and to advocate for solutions.
As a member, YOU stay informed on issues pertaining to aging Oklahomans. YOU receive a quarterly
newsletter, participate in an annual survey on issues, and have an opportunity to attend Education and
Strategy committee meetings. The Alliance gives YOU a voice in identifying and prioritizing concerns
and issues while following legislation.

Membership Application: (check one or more)
(Contributions above basic dues are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.)
q

New

Individual

q

Regular ($25) q

Contributing (Over $25)

Organizational

q

Regular ($100) q

Contributing (Over $100)

Sponsors

q

$200 or more

Donation

q

$__________(any amount is appreciated!)

Endowment Fund

q

$__________(any amount is appreciated!)

q

Renewal

Please designate representative to attend meetings and receive
mailings.

Names: _____________________________________
Mailing Address:________________________________
City/State/Zip: _________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________

Please let us know if
you would like to:
q

Volunteer

(Area of interest)

_______

q Work on a
committee
(Area of interest)

__________________

Sponsorship Application: (check one)
q$200 Newsletter

q $50 full-page

q$30 half page

Help the Alliance by sponsoring the newsletter yourself or finding someone, an organization or
business, to be a sponsor. By becoming a sponsor, you:
• Ensure copies of the newsletter are distributed across the state
• Are recognized in the newsletter edition you sponsor (your name or your
organization’s name, whichever you prefer)
Contact the Alliance office for details! Call 405-943-1895.
MAIL TO: P.O. Box 12008, OKC, OK 73157
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Oklahoma Alliance on Aging
PO Box 12008
Oklahoma City, OK 73157
www.okallianceonaging.org
Email: Marietta.OAOA@gmail.com
Call: (405) 943-1895

Hours: M, W, and F from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Marietta Real, Executive Director (PT)
Officers
Ken Jones, President (2020-2022)
Esther Houser, 1st Vice President (2020-2022)
Janet Moore, 2nd Vice President (2020-2022)
Annette Mays, Secretary, Treasurer (2020-2022)
Board of Directors
Mary Brinkley, Leading AgeOK
BJ Mooney, DOC Services
Trish Emig, Strategy Committee
Natalie Bingham, Individual
Anne Davis, Individual
Volunteer: Wanda DeBruler, Newsletter

Special

THANKS to all our Volunteers and Supporters!
2021 CALENDAR
Mark the Dates
Meetings, 3rd Tuesday of the Quarterly month:
March 16, 2021
June 15, 2021
September 21, 2021
December 21, 2021
Time:
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
(If a speaker is scheduled the program time is 1:00 pm.)
Location: The Daily Living Center, Board Room
3000 N. Rockwell, Bethany, OK

If you are not a member, we hope you join.
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